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COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits L 
[ — I the European search report 

□ the declaration under Rule 45 ERG 
El the partial European search report under Rule 45 EPC 

□ the suppiernentary European search report concerning the international appticati^ under Article 157(2) EPC 
relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. Copies of the documents cited in the search report are 
enclosed. 



The following specifications given by the applicant have l>een approved by the Search Division 
(gf Abstract □ Tit^ 



r~l Figure 

□ The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to this communication. 



□ The following figure will be published with the abstract, since the Search DK^ision considers that it better characterises 
the invention than the one indicated by the applicant. 

Figure: 

^ Additional copy{copies) of the documents cited in the European search report. 
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If applicable under Article 1 0 Rules relating to fees, a separate 

from the Receiving Section on the refund of the search fee will be sent later. 
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regulates autocrine signaling through the 
eoi dermal growth factor receptor." 
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vol ^ge/no^'ll, 25 May 1999 (1999-05-25), 
pages 6235-6240, XP002136687 
ISSN: 0027-8424 

* the whole document * 
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* the whole document * 



17258-17268, 



-/-- 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION (lnl.CI.7) 



A61K31/38 
A61K31/16 
A61K38/55 
A61K38/05 
601N33/50 
A61P11/06 
A61P31/00 
A61P35/00 



INCOMPLETE SEARCH 



be carried out, or can only be carried out partially, for these claims. 
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DAUB ET AL: "role of transacti vati on of 
the EGF receptor in signalling by 
G-protein-coupled receptors" 
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DAUB ET AL: "signal characteristics of g 
protein transacti vated EGF receptor" 
EMBO JOURNAL, 
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factor related peptides, but inhibits 
their proliferative effect in mkn 28 
gastric mucosal cells" 
JOURNAL OF CLINICAL INVESTIGATION, 
vol. 101, no. 8, 1998, pages 1604-1613, 
XP002136694 
the whole document * 



Citation of document with indication, wtiere appropriate, 
of relevant passages ^ 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION (lnt.CI.7) 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED (lnLCI.7) 



page 3 of 3 



. Application Number 

European Patent INCOMPLETE SEARCH ^^^^ 

Office SHEET C 



Although Claims 17-18 partialy (in so far it concern in vivo method) 
'^'^''°"3^re directed to a method of treatment of the human/ammal body 
(Article 52(4) EPC), the search has been carried out and based on the 
alleged effects of the compound/composition. 



Claim(s) searched completely: 
8-10, 14, 19 

Claim(s) searched incompletely: 
1-7, 11-13, 15-18 

Reason for the limitation of the search: 

Present claims 1-7, 11-13, 15-18 relate to the use of compounds which 
havHnly been defined by'a certain characteristic that modulate 
G-orotein mediated signal transduction ", whereas the applicat on 
prSJ?d« sS?pirt within the meaning of Article 84 EPC and/or disclosure 
Sum n the Seaning of Article 83 EPC for only a very limited number of 

'in\SeTesent case, the claims so lack support, and the application so 
lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed 
scope is impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for 
tho?e parts of the claims which appear to be supported and disclosed 
naSely those parts relating to modulators of proteinase which inhibit the 
cleavage of growth factor ligand precursor. 
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